Dear Milford School District Residents:
It is our honor and privilege to serve as leaders and advocates for public education in the Milford
School District, and we are proud of the high-quality education provided to our students. Part of
our role as stewards of the community’s school tax dollars is to ensure funds are spent as wisely
as possible. We must also ensure our community has appropriate facilities for the education and
development of current and future generations.
After much consideration, the Milford Board of Education voted to place a 2.47-mill bond issue
on the November 2, 2021 ballot. The bond issue is for 30 years. The total cost to taxpayers is $55.9
million. If this bond issue is approved, the district will receive $11.5 million in co-funding from the
Ohio Facilities Construction Commission to pay for a portion of the project. If the bond issue is not
passed in the next year, the district will lose the state’s co-funding amount and would fall back
to the bottom of the line for funding, with no guarantee of any funding offers in the future.
Bond issues are required by law to be used for construction and capital improvements only; no
operating expenses may be paid from these funds. The total project cost is $67.46 million for the
purpose of new construction of a 6-8 grades middle school, and funding for site safety and
traffic flow improvements at the junior high and high school campus.
The plan also includes funding to abate and demolish the current Milford Junior High School,
and to likely abate and demolish the Miami Elementary School building, which is the current site
of Milford Preschool, Milford Extended Day, and the Milford Academy (formerly called Success
Academy). Depending on the current real estate market conditions, the district may abate and
sell the Miami Elementary School building for a profit, or will abate and demolish it and sell the
land.
The cost of the bond issue is an additional $86.45 per year for a home with an appraised value of
$100,000. A tax calculator can be found on the Clermont County Auditor’s website (click here)
so you may find the exact amount the bond issue would cost you, based on the Auditor’s
valuation. (Once on the Auditor’s website, click on “Property Search” then search for your
property, either by name or by address. From the left hand side menu, click on “Proposed Levies
for November 2, 2021 Election” to see the estimated amount your taxes would increase.)
This 2.47-mill bond issue to build a new middle school is 55 percent less than the cost of the
previous bond issue that was placed before voters in May 2019. Additionally, the previous bond
issue was for 37 years; this bond issue is for 30 years, which results in a better interest rate. There
are no extras in this bond issue. The district is partnering with the Ohio Facilities Construction
Commission which results in conservative construction costs, a specific design and build process,
and open bidding.
Classrooms that were built in the 1960s do not meet the needs of students today. Our students
require modern educational facilities with flexible spaces that meet their needs and prepare
them for an ever-changing competitive world.

We have worked hard to build trust in our community with consistent, transparent
communications and have handled tax payer dollars fairly. The district received the Ohio
Auditor of State Award for excellence in financial reporting five years in a row. We are one of a
few school districts in our region to consistently earn this prestigious award year over year for
receiving clean audits. We are the only district in Clermont County to receive this award five
years in a row. Additionally, the district recently received a bond rating of “Aa2” by Moody’s for
our demonstration of strong creditworthiness. Due to this high bond rating, we have been able
to refinance bonds at lower percentage rates, resulting in taxpayer savings.
Our district has earned consistent high academic rankings, and our academic and
extracurricular programs provide opportunities for all children to reach their full potential. Milford
students continue to perform at a high level. In the annual U.S. News & World Report Best High
Schools Rankings, Milford High School earned a Silver Medal. Milford is ranked in the top 100 high
schools in the state based on graduation rates, performance on state tests, and college
readiness benchmarks.
More information about the bond issue can be found on our website (click here). If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact any of us at our emails below. You can also reach out
to our Superintendent, John Spieser at spieser_j@milfordschools.org or our Treasurer, Brian Rabe,
at rabe_b@milfordschools.org
We thank you for your support of the Milford Exempted Village School District.
Sincerely,

Chris Hamm, President
hamm_c@milfordschools.org

Andrea Brady, Vice President
brady_a@milfordschools.org

Emily Chesnut, Member
chesnut_e@milfordschools.org

Dave Meranda
meranda_d@milfordschools.org

David Yockey, Member
yockey_d@milfordschools.org

