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Educator of the Year
“The best thing about being a teacher is that it matters. The 
hardest thing about being a teacher is it matters every day.” 
~ Todd Whitaker 

Mrs. Elizabeth Wanamaker has been inspiring the students 
of Mulberry Elementary for the last ten years. Hired in 2009 
by Milford Schools, Beth spent her first year as reading tutor 
and then became a fourth grade language arts and social 
studies teacher. She has become a vital part of our building, 
and her positive attitude has helped to encourage a collaborative and caring climate. 

As an educational leader in our building, Beth serves on numerous committees at Mulberry and has 
been a mentor to a number of high school students involved in the district’s Teaching Professions 
program and undergraduate students currently pursuing their degrees in education. This year, our 
building has been focusing on the social-emotional learning of our students; Beth has become very 
passionate and knowledgeable in this area. Beth is passionate about our profession and is 
continually building her professional knowledge, skills, and practices. More importantly, she is always 
willing to share new strategies and learning with her colleagues in order to increase student learning, 
build relationships, and increase engagement in the classroom. 

Beth’s colleagues value her opinion and expertise when it comes to education, but furthermore value 
her optimistic attitude and friendship. A colleague shared, “Beth gives a lot of herself to her students 
each and every day. She cares deeply for her students and they know they can count on her. She is a 
collaborative and kind teammate and friend to all staff at Mulberry. She is always up to help when and 
where she is needed. Beth is a great representation of what all teachers strive to be! I am blessed to 
call her a colleague and a friend.”

Mrs. Wanamaker creates a classroom community centered around kindness, ownership, and student 
engagement. Her students are excited to enter the classroom every day; they know she cares for each 
of them and looks forward to celebrating their successes of the day. Beth strives to ensure that she 
is meeting each student at their level; yet at the same time challenging her students to push 
themselves. She inspires her students to achieve! Beth’s students think critically, work 
collaboratively, and make connections to other academic areas and real life.  We are grateful that 
Beth is part of our #MLBallstar team! We are proud to recognize Mrs. Elizabeth Wanamaker as 
Mulberry Elementary School’s 2019 Educator of the Year.

ELIZABETH WANAMAKER
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Classified Staff of the Year
Mulberry Elementary is honored to recognize Marsha Belk as 
our Classified Staff Member of the Year for 2019! Marsha has 
been a dedicated employee of Milford Schools for ten years, 
three of them being spent in the kitchen at Mulberry. She is 
always a friendly face for our students as soon as they enter 
the building for breakfast, as well as every day for lunch. 

It is obvious that Marsha genuinely cares for each and every 
student who comes through the kitchen. Marsha knows students by name, as well as their favorite 
foods, all while ensuring they get nutritious meals while at school. The kitchen is always clean and 
inviting, and it is also even decorated for holidays.  

When asked what she enjoys most about her job, Marsha said that she is “in a position to both 
‘nourish and nurture’ our students. Some of them walk through the doors in desperate need of both, 
and it is a blessing if I can provide even a little bit of both for them.”

Aside from ensuring our students are well-fed, Marsha has prepared wonderful meals for the staff, 
including conference dinners as well.  

We are lucky to have Marsha!

MARSHA BELK
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Organization Partner of the Year
The Mulberry Elementary staff, students, and community would like to recognize Melissa Sabo and 
Ella Sedacca from the Cincinnati Nature Center as our 2019 Organization Partner of the Year. The 
Nature Center is dedicated to building relationships in order to strengthen our community by 
providing opportunities for people to act on their conservation values.

Melissa and Ella have collaboratively worked with our staff by providing educational opportunities 
that enhanced our bond with nature and allowed us to become important allies in connecting 
children to nature. The Cincinnati Nature Center is committed to ensuring that the significant adults 
in the lives of Mulberry’s children are connected to nature, as we are the role models that have a 
positive impact on the community. 

Melissa and Ella have worked tirelessly to develop a 6-week after school program for first grade 
students this spring that will spark interest in the world by allowing these children to get outside in 
nature. It is through their efforts that Mulberry children will begin to develop positive values toward 
nature so that throughout their lives, their behaviors will increasingly reflect these values.

By working collaboratively with Mulberry’s PTO, Cincinnati Nature Center will also be providing an 
outdoor naturescape that not only beautifies the ground of our campus but will also act as an outdoor 
classroom to allow all grades an opportunity for science-based nature interpretation.  

Cincinnati Nature Center’s willingness to work with Mulberry staff, students, and community 
members is a fledgling partnership and one that we look forward to continuing for many years to 
come. Thank you, Melissa and Ella, for your dedication to Mulberry and the Milford community at 
large.

CINCINNATI NATURE CENTER
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