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Educator of the Year
When you are ready to send your child to kindergarten, you 
want to know that you are sending them to someone who loves 
him or her as much you do. That someone is Suzy Kolady. 

Suzy makes her students feel loved on a daily basis. She greets 
them every day at the door with a smile and a hug. Inside the 
classroom, Suzy helps instill a sense of community among her 
students and teaches them to be kind and compassionate to 
others. She also takes time to make learning fun for her 
students through a variety of activities and games. 

Outside the classroom, Suzy is well known for her enrichment clubs. Suzy oversees the Holiday and 
Valentine’s Day clubs. Students in grades K-2 stay after school with Suzy to make crafts and sing songs. The 
club’s message is more than just songs and crafts – it is about spreading kindness and love. With each 
activity, Suzy takes her students to Magnolia Springs Senior Living Community to give the crafts to residents 
and sing them songs for entertainment. To see the smiles on the residents’ faces as they receive a craft or 
join in the with singing is priceless. Suzy also makes it a habit of attending her students’ events. When Suzy 
shows up to an event, she is courted by both students and parents for attention!

Suzy is also beloved by the McCormick faculty. Suzy is a valued member of the team and always has the best 
interest of her colleagues at heart. Suzy has been a great mentor and friend for many teachers at McCormick 
as described by some of her colleagues:

“Suzy always has a smile on her face. Her love for teaching and for her students has never gone 
unnoticed. She does multiple after school programs with students, some of which get the students out 
into the community to share their love with others. … I honestly do not think I have ever seen this woman 
have a negative word or thought about anyone. She is a gift to McCormick!”

“Suzy is an outstanding educator. She strives to reach each and every student, setting high goals for 
achievement. She takes on challenges in curriculum and student behavior with a positive attitude and a 
growth mindset. Her relationship with her students and families is second to none. Her door is always wide 
open, and she is in constant contact with each and every student's parents. Every student and parent have 
a unique connection with her that leaves a lasting effect. As a colleague, Suzy is a team player. She is 
always willing to step in to help in any way possible. She uplifts her fellow teachers. Suzy is the first one to 
tell you ‘good job’ or to support you in a decision. She is the heart and soul of our building.”

“Suzy deserves this award not because of any individual story, but because of the stories she creates 
every day.”

When you hear, “She is a gift to McCormick,” or “She is the heart and soul of our building,” you immediately 
know the high regard that students, families, and staff all have for Suzy. The faculty, students and staff are 
pleased to recognize Suzy Kolady as McCormick’s 2019 Educator of the Year.  

MARY “SUZY” KOLADY
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Classified Staff of the Year
Cindy Katsetos has dedicated her life to helping others. 
During her career in the Milford Exempted Village School 
District, Cindy has worked in different buildings and held 
different assignments. That being said, the one constant is 
her passion for working with students to help them find 
success. As an exemplary student aide at McCormick 
Elementary, I am proud to recognize Cindy as our 2019 
Classified Staff Member of the Year.

Cindy comes to work every day with a smile on her face and is always ready to work. Currently, Cindy 
works with a kindergarten student. What defines Cindy is that not only does she work with her 
kindergarten student, but she also finds time to help the other students in the classroom.  Cindy has 
had an impact on all students she works with. Recently, a student in the room said to the classroom 
teacher that she does not like Fridays because she misses seeing the teacher and Cindy. The words 
coming from this young student speak loudly to Cindy’s impact on all students.

Cindy is a team player and has developed strong relationships with her colleagues. She is always 
willing to help a fellow colleague in need. Cindy’s colleagues have been witness to her dedication to 
her students. According to Cindy’s colleagues: 

“Cindy has always been a great support in the classroom. She goes above and beyond to 
collaborate with the general education teacher to create activities, modify assignments, and to 
offer accommodations. In addition, Cindy knows her students and is able to give the perfect 
amount of support to push them to work to their maximum potential.”

“Cindy has been a very attentive aide since she has come to McCormick. She pays attention to 
the instruction and adapts to her student as needed and rises to the challenge with each 
individual set of student needs. This year, she has a particularly hands-on student whom I know 
must exhaust her each and every day, yet she keeps a positive attitude and continues to take one 
day and situation at a time.”

Cindy’s passion for working with students is infections and is what makes her so special. Cindy is a 
true asset to the McCormick Family!

CINDY KATSETOS
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Organization Partner of the Year
During the summer, I received an email from Amy Hepburn, a teacher in the district, about a new 
coffee shop that she and her husband, Dustin, were opening near McCormick in the early fall. The 
new shop was called Biggby Coffee. In this email conversation, Amy offered to supply McCormick with 
a new coffee maker, coffee carafe, and coffee for the year for the staff to enjoy. I quickly responded 
that the staff would definitely appreciate the generous donation, and thus a great partnership began. 

Over the past school year, Biggby Coffee has been an outstanding organization partner for the 
McCormick Family. Biggby Coffee has made countless donations to many McCormick Elementary 
events and activities. Biggby treated students, as part of a McCormick Fest award, to hot chocolate 
and a cookie in the fall. For the school, Biggby has donated hot chocolate for various events, including 
McCocoa Night. Also, Biggby has held multiple donation days in which portions of the sales were 
donated to the McCormick PTO for school programming. To take it a step further, Biggby’s owners, 
Amy and Dustin, are always looking for ways to provide to the school. Whenever a need has arisen for 
coffee or hot chocolate, Biggby Coffee has been there to help. 

McCormick Elementary is very thankful to have a strong relationship with Biggby Coffee and is 
pleased to name it as our Organization Partner of the Year.

BIGGBY COFFEE
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