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Educator of the Year
Ask anyone to name a person in their life that made a 
difference for them – a positive and perhaps life 
changing difference – and I’ll bet for many, that person 
was a teacher. Teachers possess the unique professional 
opportunity to spend great amounts of time with those 
they serve, and to share in life experiences, often during 
special and formative years. It is my privilege to name 
Jane Wolf, second grade teacher and difference maker, 
as Boyd E. Smith Elementary’s 2019 Educator of the Year.

Jane’s dedication and concern for her students extends to grow them academically, socially, and 
relationally. Her connections to students are meaningful and individual; Jane relates to each 
student’s interests and needs, often giving of her own time and resources in service to them. From 
observing the deer and birds they feed, to sharing in rooting on the Packers, Jane engages her 
students with an authenticity and genuineness that will last in memory for a lifetime. 

As part of the BES family, Jane serves over and above to be of help and support to others. Her 
leadership with the Sunshine Committee is a wonderful example, as are her work with students after 
school in running club and her efforts to prepare coffee for the staff each morning! Her selfless 
service to everyone in the building is tremendous.

Jane truly is a difference maker. As her students move forward through each grade and year of life, 
they will recall her as having added value to them. There is no better or more significant purpose than 
to be a positive and life-changing influence for others, and Jane embodies in every way how teachers 
– for so many – are that difference. We are privileged to have Jane working with and for the students
of Milford.

Thank you, Jane, for making Boyd E. Smith that much more a special place to learn, grow and work, 
for so tirelessly serving your students and your BES family, for modeling and embodying our motto so 
well: Every child. Every day. Every chance.

JANE WOLF

14



Classified Staff of the Year
It is “all-in” at Boyd E. Smith to make every student’s 
day one of growth, accomplishment, and fun! Of this, 
there is no better example than our cafeteria staff, led 
by Classified Staff Member of the Year, Jennifer Miller. It 
is an understatement to say that Jennifer goes above 
and beyond her “standard” job duties. She sets a tone 
of positive energy and welcoming that our students will 
recall for many years to come. Her rapport with 
students is terrific, with children being greeted warmly and with genuine joy. Lunchtime is a special 
time at BES because of Jennifer! With staff, Jennifer is always solution oriented, helpful and flexible 
– wishing to make everyone’s day better!

Visit the BES lunchroom around a holiday, and you'll also observe Jennifer’s efforts to engage 
students with a fun and exciting atmosphere. From spooky to festive to shamrocks – she transforms 
the cafeteria into a special and entertaining environment – and the students love it!

We are truly blessed to have Jennifer on the team at Boyd E. Smith – her recognition is well-earned 
and highly deserved. Thanks, Jennifer, for making Boyd E. Smith a GREAT place to grow and learn and 
play!

JENNIFER MILLER
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Organization Partner of the Year
Boyd E. Smith is proud to recognize all of our Petermann bus drivers as our Organization Partner of 
the Year. Without question, these wonderful men and women with whom our students begin and end 
each day are not recognized or appreciated nearly enough. Not only do our bus drivers efficiently and 
safely transport our students to and from school, but they offer support, morning and afternoon 
greetings, and set the tone for the start of each child’s day. It is almost inconceivable to imagine the 
skill and patience required to simultaneously a) operate a full size bus; b) negotiate traffic and all of 
its challenges during rush hour; c) monitor student behavior; d) act as problem solver and conflict 
arbitrator; and e) do it all with positive and supportive energy! Our bus drivers are such an integral 
part and lasting memory of school, and we cannot thank them enough for so reliably and competently 
serving our students. At your next opportunity, share a thank you with a bus driver — it is WELL 
deserved!

PETERMANN
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