
Milford Exempted Village School District Timeline  

Research, Discussion and Community Involvement on Milford Main 
 

September 2012 Reported at Board of Education meeting that BAC will meet on September 24, 

2012. The BAC’s focus was on two charges from the Board: leveraging business 

potential of Milford Main and exploring the potential of additional shared 

services. Mr. Tom Rocklin was the chairperson of the BAC, which has eight 

members. 

October 2012 BAC held its meeting at Milford Main and toured the facility to look at current 

usage of the building and tenant revenue, which currently offsets the cost to 

operate the building. The BAC believed given the age of the building, this was 

not a sustainable model. They suggested gathering a group of developers to 

review site options to be led by Jeff Wright, City Manager of Milford. 

April 2013  BAC reported at Board of Education meeting that is was still in the process of 

evaluating additional building usage options for Milford Main and planned on 

issuing a report the summer. 

August 2013  Tom Rocklin, BAC Chair, reported at the Milford Board of Education meeting 

that the BAC studied Milford Main with the intent to leverage the building’s 

potential. Mr. Rocklin shared that although the building is a beloved community 

icon, Milford Main’s usefulness as an educational building has expired. The BAC 

recommends that the school district should release ownership. Although the 

cost to maintain the building is currently offset by revenue from the renters, 

catastrophic costs have the potential to exceed this revenue. 

The BAC looked at many options: putting the building up for sale; pursuing a 

property grant with the City of Milford to dividing and distribute the property; 

and tearing the building down. 

The BAC solicited the advice of developers to look at the feasibility to transform 

the property into a revenue source. They concluded that the costs to renovate 

exceed the potential for revenue. 

The Board decided to review the BAC’s recommendation and discuss all options.  

September 2013  Mrs. Andrea Brady shared that that the BAC was still investigating options for 

Milford Main.  She said that the Board and the BAC are looking for new ideas for 

the future of Milford Main and are open to input. 

November 2013   Business Advisory Committee re-formed with several new members with Tom 

Rocklin staying on as the chairperson.  They began planning the process of 

engaging stakeholders about the future of Milford Main.   

December 2013  Business Advisory Committee (BAC) reported that they had been meeting and 

receiving input on its Milford Main recommendations and will report to the 

Board at the January meeting. 



January 2014   Tom Rocklin, chair of the BAC, presented the committee’s recommendation on 

Milford Main. The BAC recommended that the Board being the process of 

selling the Milford Main property through auction.  

According to the BAC’s report, the cost to maintain the 100-year old building 

was being offset by revenue from several tenants. The revenue from the tenants 

would not accommodate any major maintenance need. Should that occur, funds 

would have to be diverted from the district’s general operating fund. Currently, 

there are roof repairs needed at Main with an estimated price tag of $15,000.  

January 2014 Dr. Farrell makes arrangements for an appraisal of Main and quotes on the 

removal, relocation, and preservation of the Rookwood fountain, as well as, the 

removal and relocation of the mural located in Main. The Board also made plans 

to schedule a community forum to receive public input on the future of Main.  

No timeline was established by the Board for the decision on Main, but Dr. 

Farrell planned to host a public forum in February or March. 

March 3, 2014 Community forum held on “Options for Milford Main” at Mulberry Elementary 

Auditeria. Administrators led a discussion on the future of Milford Main. 

Community input was taken and considered before a decision will be made to 

either place Main up for sale or retain ownership. Approximately 25 community 

members attended. 

March 21, 2014  BAC reports at Board of Education meeting that it continues to receive Ideas 

shared by community members regarding the future of Milford Main. 

April 17, 2014  Milford Board of Education passed a resolution to place the current Seipelt 

Elementary and Milford Main buildings and properties up for auction.   

May 19, 2014  Milford School District held a public auction of two district buildings--Main and 

Seipelt. The auction was attended by 12 people, but there were no bidders. As 

required by state law, the first step in the sale of both properties is for them to 

be presented at auction. Since an acceptable bid was not received, the Board of 

Education now has the option to proceed with private sale.   

June 2014  Postcard went out to entire community regarding the auction and private sale 

of Main and Seipelt. Interested parties were asked to contact Jeff Johnson, 

Operations Manager, at (513) 831-1314. 

July 3, 2014  The Board approved a purchase agreement for both the land and Milford Main 

school building at 527 Lila Avenue, Milford. The purchase agreement, with CMC 

properties, included a $250,000 purchase price with $5,000 in earnest money to 

the district while CMC has inspections conducted and explores zoning options 

for the property. CMC shared that it was seeking feedback from the community 

concerning future uses of Main.  

 



February 3, 2015 Hundreds of citizens attend the Milford City Council meeting to oppose CMC 

Properties’ proposal to tear down Milford Main and build a three-story 

apartment building on the property. 

February 17, 2015 Milford City Council rejects the zoning change for the proposed development of 

Milford Main by CMC properties.  

February 23, 2015   CMC properties officially notified the district that it was withdrawing its offer on 

Main School based on Milford City Council’s rejection of its zoning request. The 

decision on Milford Main is now back on the Board of Education who has 

retained ownership.  

March 16, 2015 Article appears on Cincinnati.com sharing the district is searching for proposed 

uses and potential buyers for Milford Main. 

March 19, 2015  Mr. Jeff Johnson, Operations Manager, reported at the Board of Education 

meeting about the district’s efforts to rent Milford Main to offset the financial 

drain the maintenance of the building was placing on the district. The income 

from the current renters just covered just the day-to-day operations and basic 

maintenance of the building and does not cover current and future capital 

expenditures. One boiler went out in December and the second boiler went out 

in March. He shared that the district does not have the financial resources to 

make these repairs and future expenditures needed given the age and condition 

of the building.  

June 1, 2015 Renters located in Milford Main vacated the building. 

March-November 2015 Milford administrators continue to look for potential buyers for Milford Main 

and tour developers and potential buyers through the building.   

November 19, 2015 The Board of Education passes a resolution authorizing the advertisement for 

bids for the demolition and abatement of Milford Main.  

December 12, 2015 Milford Main will be open between 9 a.m. – noon for public tours/viewing 

before the proposed demolition in the winter of 2016. 

 


